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Falling in Love with Your Home Again

Sometimes it’s not about moving — it’s about making the place you 
already live in feel fresh and exciting again. Here are some simple, 
affordable ways to rekindle that spark with your home:

1. Add a Fresh Coat of Paint – A new color can completely transform 
a room’s mood.

2. Update Lighting Fixtures – Swap outdated fixtures for brighter, 
modern options that add warmth and style.

3. Bring in Plants or Flowers – Greenery adds life, color, and a 
calming atmosphere to any space.

4. Switch Up Textiles – New throw pillows, curtains, or rugs can 
instantly refresh a living room or bedroom.

5. Create a Cozy Nook – Rearrange furniture to carve out a reading 
corner or relaxation space.

6. Refresh the Entryway – A new doormat, seasonal wreath, or 
organized shoe rack makes every arrival feel special.

7. Upgrade Cabinet Hardware – Changing handles & knobs in 
kitchens & bathrooms gives a mini-makeover without a big price 
tag.

8. Rearrange Furniture – Sometimes a fresh layout is all it takes to 
make a room feel new.

9. Swap Out Wall Art – Rotate or update artwork & photos to 
highlight new memories or styles.

10. Layer in Scents – Candles, diffusers, or fresh flowers can change 
the entire feel of a space.

Need your morning 
cup of coffee? 
Vietnam is the 

world’s second-
largest coffee 

producer, right 
behind Brazil. 

Colombia takes the 
third spot, making 

these three 
countries the 

powerhouses of 
global coffee supply.
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Ketchup was once sold as medicine. 
This popular condiment was prescribed 

and sold to people suffering from indigestion 
back in 1834 by Dr. John Cook Bennett. Its use 

as medicine declined in the 1850s, 
and it became a condiment for food by 

the late 1800s.
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Equity Check-Up:

How Healthy Is Your Home Investment?

Just like you’d schedule an annual physical, your home deserves a yearly “check-up” 
too. Knowing where you stand with your equity helps you make smarter financial 
decisions, whether you’re staying put, refinancing, or planning your next move. Here are 
some simple steps:

1. Review Your Home’s Current Value – Ask me, your real estate professional, for a 
market update or use online tools for a ballpark estimate.

2. Compare With Your Mortgage Balance – Subtract what you owe from your home’s 
current value to see how much equity you’ve built.

3. Check Recent Neighborhood Sales – Look at what similar homes nearby have sold 
for to gauge trends.

4. Evaluate Refinancing Options – If rates have shifted, your equity could make 
refinancing a money-saving option.

5. Consider Home Improvements – Use equity to fund value-boosting projects like 
kitchen updates or energy-efficient upgrades.

6. Think About Debt Pay-Down – Equity can sometimes be tapped strategically to 
consolidate or eliminate higher-interest debt.

7. Look at Long-Term Goals – Planning to move, retire, or invest? Knowing your equity 
gives you a clearer path forward.

8. Schedule a Professional Review – A quick consultation with a trusted agent can give 
you tailored insights, not just numbers.

Weird, But True!
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