
As a new year kicks off, it’s the perfect time to give your home an annual checkup:

• Inspect and Insulate Pipes: Prevent water damage by checking pipes for leaks and 

adding insulation to exposed pipes.

• Test Smoke and CO Detectors: Ensure your safety devices are functional and 

replace batteries if needed.

• Clean and Replace HVAC Filters: Maintain your heating system's efficiency and 

improve air quality by changing filters regularly.

• Check the Roof and Gutters: Clear out debris and inspect for any damage or ice 

dams that could cause leaks.

• Service Your Furnace: Schedule a professional inspection and tune-up to ensure 

your furnace is operating safely and efficiently.

• Maintain Weatherstripping: Inspect and replace any worn or damaged 

weatherstripping around doors and windows to keep drafts out and conserve 

energy.

• Examine Attic Insulation: Check if your attic has adequate insulation to prevent 

heat loss and maintain a comfortable indoor temperature.

• Declutter and Organize: Start the year fresh by organizing storage areas and 

getting rid of unwanted items.

• Inspect Fireplaces and Chimneys: Ensure they're clean and free of obstructions to 

prevent fire hazards and improve efficiency.

• Check Appliances: Review the condition and performance of kitchen and laundry 

appliances, and schedule any necessary maintenance.

Kick Off the New Year with a 
Winter Home Checkup

The Italian city of Madera is 

home to a remarkable piece 

of human history: the oldest 

continuously inhabited 

houses in the world. These 

ancient dwellings, dating 

back over 9,000 years, offer 

a unique glimpse into early 

civilization.

Did You Know...

“The Key to Buying or Selling”
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1. Set a Budget: Determine overall costs and include a buffer for unexpected 

expenses (10-20%)

2. Prioritize Projects: Decide which renovations are most important (e.g., 

kitchen, bathroom, roof, etc.)

3. Research Contractors: Get at least 3 quotes and check reviews, licenses, 

and insurance

4. Check Permits & Regulations: Confirm if permits are needed and adhere to 

local building codes

5. Plan the Timeline: Set a realistic schedule and consider any seasonal or 

personal timing factors

6. Source Materials: Choose materials early to avoid delays and account for 

delivery times

7. Prepare for Disruption: Plan how you’ll manage day-to-day life during the 

renovation (temporary kitchen, safety, etc.)

8. Future Proof: Think about long-term value and sustainability (energy 

efficiency, resale potential)

9. Secure Financing (if needed): Look into home equity loans or lines of credit 

if necessary

10.Document Everything: Keep all receipts, warranties, and contracts for 

future reference or resale
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Weird, 
but True!

In 2012, a British 
couple set the Guinness 

World Record for the 
longest mortgage by 
securing a 1,000-year 

loan for their 
farmhouse.

Home Renovation Planning Checklist
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