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10 Time-Saving Life Hacks for Holiday Preparation at Home

With some strategic planning and a few clever tricks up your 

sleeve, you can streamline your holiday preparations and make 

the process quicker and easier. 

• Create a Master To-Do List: Include everything from 

decorating and cleaning to shopping and meal preparation. 

Having a clear roadmap of what needs to be done will help 

you stay organized and focused.

• Delegate Tasks: Don't try to do everything yourself. Enlist 

the help of family members or friends to divide and conquer 

tasks. Assign specific responsibilities to each person based on 

their strengths and availability. 

• Set Up a Wrapping Station: This could be a spare table or a 

corner of the living room. Having a dedicated wrapping 

station will save you time by eliminating the need to search 

for scissors, tape, and wrapping paper every time you need 

them.

• Embrace Convenience Foods: Stock up on pre-made 

appetizers, sides, and desserts from the grocery store to cut 

down on cooking time. You can also consider ordering some 

dishes from local restaurants or catering services to lighten 

your load.

• Simplify Decorations: Instead of going all out with 

elaborate holiday decorations, opt for simple yet festive 

touches that are easy to set up and take down. Consider 

using versatile items like string lights, candles, and 

decorative pillows that can instantly add holiday cheer to 

any room without requiring much effort.

• Schedule Cleaning Sessions: Schedule short cleaning 

sessions throughout the weeks leading up to the holidays 

to avoid feeling overwhelmed. Focus on high-traffic areas 

like the living room, kitchen, and bathrooms to ensure 

your home is presentable for guests.
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Benjamin Franklin never lobbied for the turkey 

to become the national bird, but he did write that 

the bald eagle was a fowl of “bad moral 

character” and that the turkey was “a much more 

respectable Bird.”
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Working from Home?

Here are the Top Tips for Creating 

Your Remote Workspace

• Establish a designated workspace: Create a 

dedicated area in your home where you can work 

comfortably and without distractions. This space 

should be quiet, well-lit, and separate from areas 

associated with relaxation or leisure.

• Stick to a routine: Maintain a consistent daily 

schedule by starting and ending work at the same 

time each day. 

• Dress for success: While you may be tempted to 

work in your pajamas, getting dressed as if you were 

going to the office can help you feel more 

professional and mentally prepared for the workday.

• Set boundaries: Clearly communicate your work 

hours to family members or housemates to 

minimize interruptions, maintain productivity, 

and avoid burnout.

• Take regular breaks: Incorporate short breaks 

throughout your day to rest your eyes, stretch your 

legs, and recharge. This can help improve focus and 

prevent fatigue.

• Use productivity tools: Take advantage of 

productivity apps and tools to organize tasks, track 

progress, and manage your time effectively. Tools 

like project management software, time-tracking 

apps, and calendar apps can help streamline your 

workflow.

• Minimize distractions: Identify and eliminate 

potential distractions in your workspace, such as 

noise, clutter, or personal devices. Consider using 

noise-canceling headphones or setting up digital 

boundaries to maintain focus.

WEIRD, 

BUT 

The popular Star Wars character, Yoda, was 

partly modeled after a photo of Albert Einstein.
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